Primary cerebral angiitis containing marked xanthoma cells with massive intraparenchymal involvement--case report--.
A 27-year-old woman was referred to our hospital with mild disorientation, bilateral abducens nerve palsy, and mild left hemiparesis. Magnetic resonance (MR) imaging revealed diffuse mass lesions resembling malignant glioma in the right frontal intraparenchymal region, with enhancement of multiple meningeal and intraparenchymal nodules. Partial resection of the frontal lesion was performed. Histological examination revealed that the specimens consisted of brain tissue, with marked perivascular infiltration of histiocytes and sheets of xanthomatous cells. The diagnosis was primary cerebral angiitis containing marked xanthoma cells. Steroid therapy was administered over 1 week. MR imaging showed that the remaining lesions resolved gradually, and had disappeared 2 years after surgery. No neurological symptoms or recurrence of the tumor has been observed during the 6-year period since the operation.